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Исторические предпосылки особенностей образования множественного числа имен существительных на примере стихотворения “The English Language” или “Why the plural of ox should be oxen not oxes?”
A language being a social phenomena is closely linked with realities and traditions of the people - its carrier. One can say without any doubt that every cultural and historical event in the life of a society is reflected in the language.

Even in ancient times people noticed that the words of native language they use act differently in their speech. Some words name objects, other - actions, processes, third- qualities and properties of the object. One words change (decline) by cases, other by person and time, etc.

These observations which were made by ancient Indian and Greek grammarians gave them reason for the division of two distinctive categories - name and verb. Aristotle (384-322 BD) distinguished three parts of speech - names, verbs and prepositions.

Modern English language by its structure is an analytic language, which means that it has such a grammar structure in which connections of the words in the sentence are expressed mainly by the auxiliary words - prepositions and conjunctions. But the Old English was a synthetic language, i.e. the language in which connections of the words in the sentence are expressed mainly by changing of the words themselves. In the Old English a system of word-changing forms was developed: nouns had category of grammatical gender and developed system of declension, adjectives agreed with nouns in gender, number and case, verbs had special forms for expressing perfective and imperfective aspect etc. These processes of the language were reflected in the works of the scientists who studied the history of the language.

Changing of the meaning of the words didn’t happen spontaneously. They submitted \ obeyed to certain rules, which were formed according to specific historical conditions of development of industrial and any other activity of the nation and according to the association of the old and new notions, which appeared in the national consciousness of people as a reflection of really existing historical relations.

The aim of this work is to study the distinctive features of the plural form of nouns in modern and Old English language, their use on the example of a poem " The English Language "

Problems of work:

To give a definition to the noun as a part of speech in English language

To consider a category of number in modern English language; in Old English language.

To analyze theoretical works of native and foreign authors on problems of definition of nouns, forms of plural nouns

To look into features of the use of the plural form of nouns on the example of a poem " The English Language "

Scientific novelty of this works is defined by the fact that at school pupils learn the rules of word-formation, the plural forms of nouns and exceptions without analyzing the formation of these forms, while in these work are examined the reasons of formation of the plural form of the nouns.

Practical value of research lies in the fact that received results can be used for carrying out of the further researches.

Also this research can be used during learning and studying of foreign language as an additional teaching material, so that to enlarge the pupils’ outlook and to increase of their motivation.

Problem of research: 

The rules of formation of the plural form of nouns which are studied by pupils at school contain a number of exceptions which the pupils are offered to learn by heart without explanation of the reasons for alternation of vowels (for example. man - men, woman - women), changes of structure of a word (ox - oxen), etc.

The poem «The English Language" contains plenty of such nouns. Therefore a subject of the research is a poem itself, the nouns which can be found in the text " The English Language ", and are exceptions.

In the work the following methods are used: descriptional method, method of comparison, analysis, a method of a dictionary definition.

A material of research is a poem "The English Language ".

Structure of work:

Work consists of the introduction, two chapters, conclusion, the bibliography consisting of names of the used literature in Russian and English languages, references to the Internet-resources, and also lists of the informational and quoted literature.

Introduction denotes a problem of the work, the urgency of its research is proved, the purposes and problems, methods of its research are defined as well as the scientific novelty and practical value of results of research are.

In the first chapter the basic concepts of the research work are defined, the analysis of such characteristic of a noun as plural in modern English and Old English languages is given.

In the second chapter the poem "The English Language" is analyzed, nouns are revealed, formation of plural forms of these nouns is defined, and their classification is made.

In the conclusion are given the results of theoretical and practical researches of nouns on an example of a poem «The English Language ".

The bibliography includes names of works of native and foreign linguists whose material was used for writing of this research work, and also lists of the informative and quoted literature.
















